Ring ouzels in the south west

Historically, ring ouzels have bred on both Exmoor and Dartmoor, with an estimated 20 pairs on Exmoor in 1978 (Davies and Jarman 1978) and 29 pairs on Dartmoor in 1979 (Mudge et al 1979). 

Since then local surveys of ring ouzels, funded by the two National Park Authorities, Natural England and Defence Estates, have shown declines at both sites, with the final breeding record on Exmoor in 2002. Since then, despite detailed searches, no breeding ring ouzels have been recorded on Exmoor. 

Dartmoor now represents the only breeding location for ring ouzels in South West England. The species has been relatively well monitored on Dartmoor, having been surveyed during 1979, 1997, 1998, 2003 and 2006 (Mudge 1979; Jones 1997, 1998, 2003, Stanbury et al. 2006). The 2006 survey located a maximum of 16 possible breeding records. 

Of the 29 records in 1979, three were of confirmed breeding, with 24 probable and two possible. Further investigation of population estimates for other surveys provided a greater insight into the status of the population during the late 1990s and early 2000s. To undertake this analysis, the following criteria were used and the results are shown in Figure 1 below.

· Possible breeding= Single birds seen in potential breeding habitat, or singing male recorded on one survey visit only.

· Probable breeding= Pair seen in suitable habitat, territorial behaviour on more than one visit, nest building or agitated behaviour.

· Confirmed breeding= Nest, young or food gathering seen
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Figure 1. Number of ring ouzels on Dartmoor since 1979, examining the proportion of confirmed, probable and possible breeding

The recent population appears to be just over half that recorded in the late 1970s. More encouragingly, analysis of the north moor population only, shows it to have remained relatively stable over the last decade as illustrated in Figure 2 (Stanbury et al, 2006).
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Figure 2. Number of ring ouzels on the North Moor over the last ten years, examining the proportion of confirmed, probable and possible breeding.

There has been no survey of ring ouzels on Dartmoor since 2006, however, in February 2010 a workshop was held between RSPB, Dartmoor National Park Authority and Natural England to review the status of ring ouzels and existing management on Dartmoor, and discuss ways to enhance habitat conditions, especially for foraging.
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				1997		1997		1997		1997		1998		1998		1998		1998		2003		2003		2003		2003		2006		2006		2006		2006

				Confirmed		Probable		Possible		Total		Confirmed		Probable		Possible		Total		Confirmed		Probable		Possible		Total		Confirmed		Probable		Possible		Total

		Great Mis Tor		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0										0		0		0		0

		Walkham Gully		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Roos Tor		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0										0		0		0		0

		Great Staple Tor		0		1		0		1		0		0		0		0										0		0		0		0

		Merrivale Warren		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Tavy Cleave		0		0		1		1		2		1		1		4		3		1		1		5		3		0		0		3

		Watern Oke		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Fur Tor		0		1		0		1		1		0		0		1		1		0		0		1		0		0		1		1

		Dead Lake		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Hare Tor		1		0		0		1										0		0		0		0		0		0		1		1

		Sharp Tor		0		1		0		1										0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Brat Tor		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0										0		0		0		0

		Arms Tor		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0										0		0		0		0

		Great Nodden		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0										0		0		0		0

		Dick’s Well		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Bleak House		0		1		0		1																		0		0		0		0

		Yes Tor/West Okement		0		2		0		2		1		0		1		2		2		0		2		4		2		4		0		6

		Sourton Tors		0		0		1		1										0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Rowtor		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		West Mill Tor		0		0		0		0										1		1		0		2		0		0		0		0

		East Mill Tor		0		0		0		0		0		1		0		1		0		0		1		0		0		0		0		0

		Belstone Common		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Old Wall Gully		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Steeperton Gorge		0		0		2		2		1		0		1		2		0		2		0		2		0		0		3		3

		Wild Tor		0		1		0		1										0		0		0		0		1		0		0		1

		Watern Combe		1		0		0		1																		0		0		0		0

		Taw Gully		0		0		1		1										0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Down Tor & Combeshead Tor		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Newleycombe Lake		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Hen Tor		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Kennon Hill		0		0		0		0																		0		0		0		0

		Shilley  Pool										0		1		0		1										0		0		0		0

		Hangingstone Hill																		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Longford Tor																		0		0		1		1		0		0		0		0

		branscombe loaf										0		0		1		1

		Sandy Ford																		0		0		1		1		0		0		0		0

				2		7		5		14		5		3		4		12		7		4		6		16		6		4		5		15






